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“In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus
Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His
will,..” Ephesians 1:4b,5 NAS
Welcome to this month’s issue of
Firstlight News. Our monthly
communications of the work of
Firstlight International in the places
where we serve.

Online via PayPal

You will notice we have made some
changes and we hope that you will
continue to enjoy following these
reports each month. Each ministry
news item and featured article tells an
amazing story of what is being
accomplished through a great team of
dedicated people. If you are reading
this newsletter, that includes you.

By Mail, payable to:
Firstlight International
P.O. Box 252
Springdale, PA 15144-0252

Your interest adds value to the cause
of Christ and we could not do it
without your prayers and financial
giving. Thank you so much!
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Together with our Firstlight Area
Teams we are bringing the light and
love of Jesus into areas of Thailand
that have very little or no gospel
witness in their communities. And by
doing so we are living our lives in
obedience to the Lord’s commands to
go into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature. And to go
and make disciples of all of the
nations. (Mark 16:15, Matt. 28:19,20)

Recently we held a series of meetings
in the Firstlight Fellowship church in
Suwannakhuha, Thailand geared
towards worship, prayer, teaching and
evangelism. Special moments set aside
to come before God and to seek His
face afresh.
As a church this is something that we
do quite often but this time it was
different. Church members were
excited. Joyful. Responsive. Hungry
for the Presence of God. Lost in
worship. A sense of fervent prayer ...
pressing in to know the love of the
Father causing our fellowship with one
another to deepen with purpose.
As our evangelistic teams that went
out , they returned with encouraging
reports. Four people came to Christ
during our Sunday morning service
and another seven were water baptized
that day. We serve an awesome God.
To God be the glory great things He
has done!

Dan Ecker
President
Firstlight International
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Board Member

The Joy Of Giving To The Lord

As a young Christian in the late 70’s
and early 80’s, one of my influences was
Edwin Louis Cole. He was the head of a
ministry called Maximized Manhood. He
had a view of giving that may still be
revolutionary to some. My simple belief
at that time was that all we have belongs
to God and that we should walk by faith
not by sight, though my giving at the time
was more surely more sight based.
However, Mr. Cole taught that giving
10% from your weekly or monthly
paycheck was Old Testament/Old
Covenant thinking. He argued that we
should ask God what He wanted us to
give in faith, and then trust God to
provide! I was just a normal blue-collar
guy from Pittsburgh who received a
paycheck each week from my employer.
There was no chance that I would be able

Ministry News

to increase my income by giving more, on
the basis of faith, before I received it. Or
was there?
Defying logic and acting on faith in
the God of the Universe, I began to give
according to what I believed God wanted
me to give. And I did so with no
consideration for my hourly wage or the
size of my paycheck that week. And
wouldn’t you know…. God was and
always has been faithful. I have continued
this faith-giving model to this day. If
these statements sound like it is all about
me…it’s really not. It’s all about Him and
all about the need to give in faith, not on
sight! I encourage you to hear from God
and give accordingly. It will strengthen
your faith and your relationship with our
Christ.

Firstlight is a ministry that Janet and I
adore, believe in and trust. We (Firstlight)
need your faith, we need your prayers and
we need your gifts. Dan, Deb and the
board of directors covet your consistent
prayers that the ministry would continue
to make an impact for Christ on the lives
of the Thai people. The work done by
Dan, Deb and our Thai co-workers is
greatly needed, genuine, sacrificial and
most important...Godly. My prayer is
that you would be so moved, by faith, to
give a little more this month to support
the work. Ultimately, it is important that
you know how much we appreciate your
prayer and financial support. Thank you!
Jay Deems
Board Member
Firstlight International

Meet Yo & Da ...

They are the newest members of the Firstlight Team in Thailand
I am excited to have this
opportunity to introduce you to
Yo & Da. They are a part of the
next generation that the Lord is
bring to us in Thailand.
Married for over three years
they have a son, “Tday” who is
two years old. His name Tday
means: On the third day, Jesus rose
from the dead. Because most Thais
have a hard time pronouncing the
‘th’ sound, often times it sounds
like a T, thus the name: Tday!

Ya & Da. The newest members of the Firstlight Team

Yo is Burmese, born in the
south of Thailand. He is 20 years
old, loves to worship, plays the
guitar well, and is gifted with
children and young people. Da is
amazing also. She, too, is in her
20’s, she is Thai from the Isaan
region (northeast region) so she
knows the the local culture and
life style of the people. They are

a great couple, a lovely family and
we are blessed to have them.
Based out of the Firstlight
Fellowship Church in
Suwannakhuha, Thailand their role
will be to provide leadership to 40
Families Without Fathers (FWF)
children in two locations in the
region.
Please pray this month as Yo &
Da begin their journey with us.
They bring with them a youthful
zeal and a great hunger for God.
I am so much looking forward
to serving with them.
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Ministry News

Top Stories - Spiritual Sons and Daughters ...

In this present move of God, the Lord is raising up
spiritual “Mamas and Papas” all over the earth to parent a
generation of young disciples that are coming up behind us.
These are soon becoming the modern day apostles,
missionaries, pastor, evangelists, teachers, revivalists, - social
and business entrepreneurs who are advancing the kingdom
everywhere they go. Mali to my left is one of them.
Mali is from Laos. As one of our spiritual daughters, she
serves as missionary church planter, and pastor of the
Firstlight Fellowship Church in Seka, Thailand: A growing
house church of 70 members. In addition she oversees the
Families Without Fathers (FWF) project in Seka with 25 kids
in the district. She also has become a core trainer for the
International Leadership Institute (I.L.I.) in Thailand
conducting regular Bible trainings in the region. Over the
past 5 years she is doing an amazing job of planting this
church with us. She and others like her are the future of
this great move of God. Upcoming hero’s in the faith!

Ministry News

Top Stories - Powerful moments of prayer! ..

Every so often there are moments in life that seem to
stand out more than others. Times when you know that you
are in the right place at the right time and because of that,
great things happen.
During one of our most recent one day training celebration
with our Firstlight Fellowship church in Seka, Thailand
several were touched by the power of God after receiving
prayer and personal ministry. In response to the needs of
those who were gathered, we reached out in faith and prayed
for healing, restoration, breakthroughs, and blessing. We
asked God that these before us would be filled with the Holy
Spirit in a fresh way. He did, and they were. Praise God!
Please join us in daily prayer for the work of Firstlight
International in 2014. Use these newsletters as a guide and
the Prayer Point section on page 4 each month to help you
get started. By God’s grace, we are breaking through. Amen!
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Feature Article

ThaiLights

Sometimes, as a Christian we may
want to serve the Lord but have not
yet taken any steps towards what we
feel the Lord may be leading us to do.
To serve and to use the gifts and
talents that God has given us in a way
that is pleasing to Him.
This was may experience while
serving with Dr. George Rooney,
Pastor Dan and the rest of the
Firstlight team in Thailand during an
eye care screening outreach last year.
It was my second time to serve as an
interpreter, the first time was in 2010.
It was very exciting yet humbling for
me to see so many people in the
Northeast region of Thailand coming
to know Jesus.

Feature Article

You see, I am from the Northeast
part of Thailand and I, too, was a
Buddhist before I accepted Christ
several years ago. It is very difficult
for Thai people especially the
Northeast as they mostly live in very
poor villages and the practice of
Buddhism is very strong in those
parts. I am so thankful to God that
he had called me out of those old
beliefs and to help me to come to
know Him and to find the truth.
More importantly, to share his love
with others for the kingdom of
heaven.
The Lord was so moving and we
all could feel His presence in a special
way during each of the outreaches.

On A Personal Note

We watched as many that had come
to get their eyes examined sit and
listen as other members of our team
share the gospel with them. Prayer
was offered to those needing healing.
And it was wonderful to see many
accept Christ as they opened up their
heart to Jesus.
So blessed and humbled to serve
with all these amazing brothers and
sisters in Christ.
Thank you Jesus :)
Jennie Suwakrai
Language Interpreter
Firstlight Eye Care Team

Featured Item

Prayer Points
How we love the month of May, for it is a chance for us to look at one
another, and remember how the Lord brought us together 27 years ago. We
knew each other mostly through written letters, as I had been a full time
missionary, traveling the globe, only home for weeks at a time. But those
letters!! Filled with prayers and stories, testimonies and scripture....helping
us to hear each other’s heart. To know one another better. When I was
home, we were both part of an early morning prayer movement in our
home church. Rising before dawn each
day, we drove to spend the first hours of
each day, seeking after God. How
precious! God formed a love that would
last out of those times together in His
presence. It is still our very favorite place
to be together. Thank You, Jesus!

debbie ecker
Vice President
Firstlight International

“ ... ask and you will
receive,
receive,sosothat
thatyour
yourjoy
joymay
maybebemade
madefull.”
full.”
John 16:24b NAS
Please pray for:
1. For Yo & Da as they
become a part of the team
this month.
2.For the FWF project as we
prepare for a new Thai
school term this month.
3.Divine favor, abundant
provision and lasting fruit
in all areas where Firstlight
is working.
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