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Put On Christ! 

Our relationship with Christ is a 
wonderful provision made by God 
toward we, who are most unworthy of  
such kind consideration.  Our 
covenant relationship with God offers 
us so much!  First and foremost, 
forgiveness and cleansing from every 
unclean thing we have ever thought or 
done.  The huge relief  that comes the 
moment we realize that the burden of  
our sin has been rolled away, well 
some say it is a nearly physical 
experience.  There comes a lightness 
to our souls, a song to our heart.  I 
remember distinctly one such moment 
in my life where I had gone to God to 
forgive me of  sins and behaviors that 
I knew were displeasing to Him.   

As I felt His love and grace flood my 
soul, I literally burst out laughing and 
clapping my hands like a little girl. I 
skipped, I had not skipped since early 
childhood, but I skipped all across 
campus, my heart flooded with 
spiritual joy.   Jesus had taken my 
brokenness and shame and turned it 
into…delighted laughter! 

Some of  the most powerful imagery 
found in scriptures comes from the 
idea of  ‘exchange.’  Isaiah 61 says, ‘He 
gave me beauty for ashes, the oil of  
joy instead of  mourning, the garment 
of  praise instead of  a spirit of  
heaviness.’ In the heart of  this 
exchange though, is one clear thing.  
We must be willing participants.  The 

exchange comes as we open our 
hearts, minds and arms to receive such 
bounty.   

How do we do that?  Through total 
surrender.  In the act of  surrender we 
voluntarily lay down all those things 
that trip us up, drying up our joy, 
stealing our peace.  Unhappy 
relationships, anger from old hurts, 
injustices that have cost us.  These 
things can plague our hearts and keep 
us stuck at the altar of  
disappointment.  

There is a moment when we must 
choose to die to those things, in order 
to come alive in Him.  The ones who 
make this choice are the freest and 
happiest people I have ever known.  
Peace of  mind is their daily bread. 
Their joy is infectious and their hearts 
have found true contentment at the 
wellspring of  salvation, and in His 
presence they have discovered fullness 
of  joy.  

 So, I now decide:   I am crucified 
with Christ, nevertheless, I live.  Yet 
not I, but Christ lives within me. Yes, 
Lord.  I choose to die that You might 
live in me. 

Have Your way, Lord, 
with me. 

“For all of  you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ.” Galatians 3:27  NASB

written by, 

debbie ecker 
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When I was at Penn State, there were 
men from the Gideon’s Society passing 
out free Bibles on campus. I took one, 
small and green, and began to read. To 
P\�NQRZOHGJH�� LW� LV� WKH�ÀUVW� WLPH� ,� HYHU�
studied the Word of  God for myself. 

,�KDG�DWWHQGHG�FKXUFK�HYHU\�VLQJOH�6XQGD\�
my entire life, only listening to  words 
being read by others. As I paged through 
this little book of  the New Testament, 
3VDOPV��DQG�3URYHUEV��P\�JD]H�ZDV�GUDZQ�
WR�WKH�DERYH�SDVVDJH��3URYHUEV��������0\�
heart was pierced with these words — 
QRZ�P\�OLIH�YHUVH�

(YHQ�WKRXJK�,�ZDV�LPPDWXUH�LQ�P\�IDLWK��,�
wanted so badly for my life to be directed 
by God, so that it would turn out well; 
to please Him with no wasted years of  
wandering and wondering. I was young, 
but I wanted my life to count, to matter - 
for something, for Someone.
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WR�WKH�DERYH�SDVVDJH��3URYHUEV��������0\�
heart was pierced with these words — 
QRZ�P\�OLIH�YHUVH�

(YHQ�WKRXJK�,�ZDV�LPPDWXUH�LQ�P\�IDLWK��,�
wanted so badly for my life to be directed 
by God, so that it would turn out well; 

to please Him with no wasted years of  
wandering and wondering. I was young, 
but I wanted my life to count, to matter - 
for something, for Someone.

I wanted to trust the Lord. I wanted Him 
to direct my paths. The secret seemed 
WR� EH� LQ� WKH� PLGGOH� SRUWLRQ�� WR� ´127�
LEAN upon my own understanding.” 
Ah. There’s the rub.  

7KH�GHVLUH�WR�ÀJXUH�HYHU\�OLWWOH�WKLQJ�RXW�
LV� KXPDQ�� EXW� WKLV� YHUVH� ZDV� WHOOLQJ�PH�
WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�DQRWKHU�ZD\�WR�OLYH��D�OLIH��
dedicated to God, acknowledging Him. A 
life where He is the Shepherd of  my Soul, 
leading me, keeping me on the straight 
path.

7KDW�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�,�WRRN�VPDUW�VWHSV�
in the direction of  the Lord; keeping my 
HDU�LQFOLQHG�WR�KHDU�WKDW�VWLOO��VPDOO�YRLFH�
and my eyes looking ahead for His hand 
directing me. I was ready to make new 
steps. Smart steps. 

I still am. Lead me onward, Lord. I am 
trusting You.
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“Trust in the Lord with all your heart And do not lean on your own understanding. 
In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.”  
Proverbs 3:5&6 NAS
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    Ministry News 
TOP STORY

 

Featured Article 
FAMILY NEWS

On A Personal 
Note … 

written by, 

debbie ecker 

More On Reaching Families!   

  Featured Item  
  PRAYER

“I call upon the Lord, 
who is worthy to be 
praised, And I am 

saved from my 
enemies.”  

Psalm 18:3 NASB 

He will not fail you!  

1. Families Without Fathers (FWF) 
project plans for the first part of  
2020. *finalizing budgets & costs, 
total number of  children/families 
to be reached this year.  

2. For Thailand: * powers of  
darkness broken, * souls saved in 
each region, * for kingdom 
expansion, new churches planted. 

3. For all of  Firstlight to be 
strategically places for increased 
effectives this year.  

4. For the Lord’s abundant 
provision, open doors, and lasting 
fruit in the second quarter 2020. 

Prayer Points!

   Featured Article 
TEACHING

Our Apostolic Mandate!    Featured Article 
BOARD MEMBER

    I came across an interesting Scripture 
the other day that spoke to me about 
where we are right now of  being 
confined to our “tents”.  
    In Deuteronomy 33, Moses is 
speaking a blessing over the twelve 
tribes of  Israel before he died. Each of  
these blessings characterize what each 
tribe was to be known for according to 
God’s intended purpose.  
    To the people of  Issachar; Moses 
declared that they were to “prosper at 
home in their tents.” (See Deut.33:18c)  
     Known as the tribe that understood 
the times, and having the knowledge of  
knowing what Israel was to do, even in a 
place of  confinement, they were to be 
BLESSED in their “tents” as are we!  

   

     In 2020 we are believing for exponential growth through 
intentional, people purpose filled ministry to see the 
Kingdom multiply.  In Acts chapter 6 the church shifted 
gears from adding, to multiplication.  They had to reset 
their outreach button by intentionally picking the right 
leaders to see the next phase of  growth take place.   

     This mandate is always in the forefront of  the Apostle’s mind, and spirit.  The 
Apostolic spirit is a harvest spirit, getting the job done by bringing the Kingdom of  
God down where it is not yet activated. Understanding the felt needs of  the people and 
ministering to them from that point; so key to reach people anywhere with the Gospel.         
     When you intentionally help a poor person out by finding them a job or giving them 
food; they start to open their ears and hearts up to what you are saying.  
     I want to encourage you, that your giving, going, and prayers, help activate the 
Kingdom of  God everywhere Firstlight and its associated ministries are working.       
     Believe with us for greater harvest in everywhere we minister in 2020, and an 
increase of  resources to do all the Lord wants us to do.   
     “All things are possible to those who believe.” (See Mark 9:23)         

Witten by, 
Dan Ecker

 Quarantined and Quarantina here.  I 
wonder if  that is another version of  
Pricilla and Aquila?  lol.  We have been 
busy, at home. doing meetings on 
Zoom, Skype and Messenger.  Praying. 
I LOVE talking to my 90 year old 
mother on FaceTime, she is so good at 
it!  What do I miss most?  Worshipping, 
side by side in the House of  God with 
my brothers and sisters!  Soon, Lord! 

Written by 
Chuck Lenhart 

 

     This is the time of  year when a new 
school term begins in Thailand.    
     Preparations are underway through 
several our our Thai partnership churches 
to reach more children and families from 
fatherless homes through our Families 
Without Fathers (FWF) project this year. 
     Thank you for helping to reach more 
children and families like this in 2020! 

Blessed shall you 
be in your tent! 

http://www.firstlightinternational.net

